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Textile Interests and Shortages 


We have reported to you from time to 
time that there have been protests through- 
out the country against the shortages and 
deterioration of quality in such essential 
civilian goods as inexpensive work clothes, 
children’s wear, shoes and knit underwear. 


A survey made by the American Home 
Economics Association revealed that, while 
more children’s clothes are available than 
ease their quality has become so in- 
ferior that “making them wasted labor and 
manpower, and shopping for them .. . wast- 
ed the home-maker’s time and energy.” 


The Association also found that the ma- 
terials being put into shoes wasted the ra- 
tion stamps, for the shoes wore out very 
quickly. Recent complaints about foot 
troubles are also traced to these inferior 
shoes. 


The Association reported that women’s 
house dresses were found to be of skimpy 
cut and were made of materials that faded, 
shrank and pulled loose at the seams. When 
samples of these goods were shown to 
Donald Nelson of the War Production 
Board, he said: “Such shoddy construction 
of garments and extreme deterioration in 
quality of materials are inexcusable.” 


Women’s seersucker dresses were the 
subject of a Congressional discussion when 
Representative Fred A. Hartley of New 
Jersey, declared that better dresses are being 
sent abroad for relief or lend-lease purposes 
than are available to American women. Mr. 
Hartley, who had bought two seersucker 
dresses in Washington for demonstration, 
pointed out that he had some difficulty in 
finding them. The dresses, priced at $3.95 
and $4.95, were examined by a congress- 
woman who said the garments designed for 
domestic use showed a cheap type of work- 
manship. 

Mr. Hartley concluded his remarks by 
saying: “The amazing revelation, to my 
mind, is the fact that these dresses are in- 
ferior in both workmanship and quality of 
goods to those which we are blandly ship- 
ping all over the globe.” 


Economic Stabilizer Fred Vinson made a 
study of the textile industry and found that 
the country’s supply of overalls, work shirts 
and men’s yok se aun: ir is critically low. The 
Navy is using most of the denim produced 
thus prohibiting further manufacture of 
overalls, and chambray for work shirts will 
not be available for civilian use this year. 


The Vinson report stated that 
shorts had increased in price from 
$1.25, and that these shorts had 
“scandalously” inferior in quality. 


men’s 
39¢ to 
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HUMAN SOCIETY CANNOT EXIST without a system of controls. Man’s 
nature is constituted for those controls to emanate from the moral judgments of God 
extending through the human conscience, the state augmenting the maintenance of 
these controls where eiements in society break the accepted ethical pattern. Let the 
reality of God weaken or vanish, then society, to protect itself, hurls forth some human 
identity to take the place of the God-center of control. The modern breakdown of 
society shows what happens when God is left out and men try to take His place. 


X-Ray and Forecast 


There are encouraging signs of progress in the American post-war peace picture. 
Very little attention has been given to the fact that, in the past few weeks, Secretary 
of State Cordell Hull has at last acted to break the impasse between administration 
diplomatic officials and the people and their representatives in Congress. 

The “we know everything and will tell nobody nothin’ ” attitude, which characterized 
the White House and State Department actions for many months, has been somewhat 
broken down by the barrage of protests from all quarters and the period of disillusion- 
ment that followed the Moscow and Teheran conferences with the propaganda-propelled 
exaggeration of the results of those conferences. 

A Senate committee, representing all political divisions, has established a method of 
conference and consultation with the State Department and Secretary of State Hul! 
for working out the post-war peace policies that will express the people’s wishes as 
far as Congress can, in spite of the pressure groups of special privilege that continually 
surround Congress and dominate much of our officialism. Thus at least the groundwork 
has been established to avoid the fatal error of Woodrow Wilson who carried his worthy 
dreams too far alone without first winning the cooperation of the people and their rep- 
resentatives. 


British Bloc In Washington, Churchill is reported to have failed to accomplish his 
aim of building a strong British Empire bloc as a world power center to rival the 
United States and Russia, urged by him on the Empire’s premiers. The reason behind 
this is that much of the Empire now looks to the United States for protection in time 
of war. 

Also it is well to note that Sumner Welles, former Under Secretary of State, is 
saying in articles and speeches that the United States, Russia and Britain can never 
get together on post-war plans under the present conditions of high-sounding self-seek- 
ing. He is challenging openly the claims that the three powers have reached any agree- 
ment in principle so far. Mr. Welles urges a new “spiritually enlightened” approach. 
He is the man who was dumped from the State Department to save some votes! 


Papal Protest Did you know that the Pope has protested obliteration bombing of 
European cities and populations? When a few American clet rgy call out a word of 
caution as to the spiritual and historical wisdom of obliteration bombing of European 
populations, they are promptly innundated by a storm of hysteria and anger, but cs 
the Pope voices the same opinion it is all soft-pedaled and hushed-up politely and 
thoroughly. 


Swedish Ball Bearings In spite of all the effort made to smooth over the Swedish- 
American-Berlin SKF ball bearing situation, the following facts should be kept in 
mind: Ball bearing supplies to support the failing Nazi war machinery have been con- 
tinuously supplied from the big Swedish home plant of SKF since the German branches 
of SKF were bombed out. And the great American branches of SKF at Philadelphia 
and New York have not been supplying materials to the Swedish firms which, in turn, 
could have shipped them on to the Nazis as was at first charged. 

However, in spite of all the efforts to white-wash and suppress the facts, the whole 
SKF international setup is a world-wide organization that is still owned by American, 
Swedish, British and German investors; and the ownership and management is still 
operating through hidden channels of cooperation and has been organised to continuc 
to make and sell ball bearings to foe or friend alike. The big monopolies which con- 
trol the press to a great extent are trying very hard to keep these facts from the 
American public. 


Russia to Train Priests Theological education in the Soviet is being resumed with 
the establishment by the Holy Synod of an Orthodox Theological Institute in Moscow. 
In addition to this important seminary, theological pastorate courses will be given in 
the various dioceses. 


(Continued on next page) 
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Code for Advertisers 


for years advertisements for patent medicines have been unethical 
and misleading in tone. Government agencies have frequently had 
to crack down in scores of cases. It is, therefore, very encouraging 
to learn that this situation is being cleaned up by a group directly 
concerned with the production and sale of patent medicines 
exactly where improvements should originate. 


A code of advertising standards for patent medicines, established 
in 1934, was revised and enlarged by the Proprietary Association of 
America at its annual convention held early in May. This Associa- 
tion, a druggists’ organization, had formulated a list of requirements 
which urged drug manufacturers and their advertisers to employ 
care in their choice of words, to avoid misleading emphasis, to use 
good taste in selecting illustrations, to use testimonials only when 
they were beyond all doubt truthful and representative, and to avoid 
disparaging remarks about other products. 


To these standards the drug association has now added five new 
stipulations which seek to raise the level of advertising practices in 
regard to patent medicines: Advertisements of products which in- 
clude a “guarantee” or money-back feature should not give the im- 
pression that the product is guaranteed as a sufficient treatment or 
cure unless such is the case. Advertisements should not be written 
so as to cause the reader or listener to fear that he has, or is in 
danger of having, a serious ailment. No patent medicine should 
be advertised as being a relief, preventative or cure for diseases 
which require a physician’s diagnosis and care. Medical authorities, 
nurses and institutions should not be mentioned in advertisements 
“unless such representations can be substantiated by independent 
evidence which can be produced if the manufacturer or advertiser 
is called upon to do so.” Prizes, competitions and similar devices 
which increase unnecessarily the purchase and use of medicine should 
be omitted from all patent medicine advertising. 


To increase the effectiveness of this code of ethical practices in 
drug product advertising, the Proprietary Association created an 
advertising service bureau which helps members of the organization 
keep the advertisements up to standard. The Association reports 
that, since the organization of this bureau in 1934, 75,000 pieces of 
advertising have gone through its hands. 


The advertising service bureau not only helps advertisers outline 
promotional plans which conform to the Association’s standards, it 
also makes available to members its studies of new advertising tech- 
niques and of newspaper reader interest. 


Testimonials—For a Price 


The Federal Trade Commission has been investigating the testi- 
monials which the Reynolds Tobacco Company have been using for 
fourteen years to advertise Camel cigarettes. “Signed” statements 
by thous: inds of persons, both well-known and obscure, have appeared 
in Camel ads claiming that Camels aid digestion, give a “lift,” prevent 
jengied nerves and bestow similar benefits. 


he FTC has discovered that, while some of the advertised Camel 
endorsers were completely sincere in their preference for this ciga- 
rette brand, many others in reality smoke other brands, smoke pipes 


or cigars, or do not smoke at all. 


An auto mechanic whose testimonial stated that smoking Camels 
helped his and his wife’s digestion, admitted that his wife didn’t smoke 
at all and that he, himself, doubted Camels’ efficacy as far as his 
digestive system was concerned. He had received $25 for his un- 
reliable endorsement of Camels. 


A United Air Lines press agent whose ite stit nonial praised the 
mildness of Camels and their ability to give her a “lift” in moments 
of fatigue, told the FTC that she rarely smokes but had endorsed 

mels at the suggestion of United Air Lines officials who saw in 
the Camel ad a chance to get some additional publicity for their 
company. This young woman received $100 for her testimonial. 


The well-known photographer, Margaret Bourke-White, is quoted 
in Camel ads as choosing Camels for practically every reason the 
ad man could think up: “Camels are very different, in a lot of ways,’ 
says Miss Bourke-White’s testimonial. “My nerves must be as 
trustworthy as a steeplejack’s. And Camels don’t jangle my nerves 
When I’m tired I get a lift with a Camel. At mealtimes, I like to 
enjoy Camels ‘for digestion’s sake!’ 


Miss Bourke- White told the FTC, however, that although she 
is a constant smoker she = not have any particular favorite brand. 
“ ... frankly,” she said, ‘ . was very glad to earn the money.” 


The largest sum of money paid for a Camel testimonial went to 
the explorer, James L. Clark. Mr. Clark said that he carried several 
brands of cigarettes on his expeditions, among them Camels, but 
that he, personally, smoked cigars or a pipe. 


We should like to point out the contrast between the misleading 
advertisements kept constantly before the public by the tobacco in- 
terests and the standard setup by the Proprietary Association. 
Testimonials, for patent medicines are permissible | only when au- 
thorized by “actual bona-fide users of the product,” and only when 
they represent “a truthful statement of actual use and experience 
with the product under ordinary conditions.” 


Raise 


There is a strange angle to some Washington political manipula- 
tions. <A cry of “inflation” goes up when a wage earner asks for a 
3¢ an hour raise, but no one so much as blinks when corporation 
officials ask—and get—salary increases that run into the thousands 
of dollars. 


The press, which keeps an eye glued to the large amount of news- 
paper and magazine space used by corporations for war-time adver- 
tising, has successfully played down the facts about corporation war 
profits and is keeping equally quiet about the war “take” of corpora- 
tion bigwigs. 

The fact remains, however, that a recent official government re- 
port shows that the Treasury Department approved fat salary raises 
for 95 business executives. The average salary of these men before 
the raise was $75,000; now it is $86,500. 


Grew’s New Post 


Christian laymen are pleased by the appointment of Joseph C. 
Grew, former Ambassador to Japan, as director of the State De- 
partment’s Office of Far Eastern Affairs. Mr. Grew has exerted a 
much-needed influence against hysteria in our attitude toward the 
Japanese people, and his wisdom and experience should prove in- 
valuable as he begins his duties as political advisor and_administra- 
tive chieftain of the Far Eastern division of the State Department. 


Communist Activities 


The communists of America have recently effected the political 
social transformation of their organization as forecast by Between 
the Lines [January 31, 1944]. According to our listening posts 
within communist ranks, this reorganization consists of an effort 
to remove completely the stigma of revolutionary radicalism from 
the official communist national setup and reconstruct it into a na- 
tional political and economic cultural society for the furtherance of 
human liberties and justice. 


In the meantime, well-trained underground agitators will con- 
tinue to pursue and expand their work in the cIO and other labor 
organizations where they have had particularly free access. This 
continued activity in labor ranks is evidenced, for instance, by the 
fact that five of the leading national committeemen are prominent 
in labor unions. They are: Ber Gold, president of the Fur and 
Leather Workers International, CIO; Dr. Bella Dodd, former legis- 
lative representative of the Teachers Union, CIO; Nat Gaanley, 
business agent of the United Automobile W orkers, CIO; Dave Davis, 
United Electrical, Radio and Machine Workers of America, CIO; 
and Louis Weinstock, secretary-treasurer of the Painters, Decora- 
tors and Paper hangers of America, AFL 


The communists are especially preparing to carry on 
activities on a “cultural basis” among Negroes. 

There is no doubt that impulses 
from Moscow. W ashington reports say that Mikhail Kalatozov, 
a Soviet “diplomatic agent” for the motion- picture trust of Russia, 
has been circulating around Hollywood “to strengthen the artistic 
and commercial ties” between Russian and American movie people. 
One project under consideration is the confering of Soviet honors 
on such Hollywood luminaries as Sam Goldwyn, Jack Warner, 
Walter Huston, Edward G. Robinson, and others for their work in 
“Mission to Moscow” and “North Star.” 


expensive 


promoting these changes come 


In addition to the cinema representative, 
Soviet “diplomatic attaches” in the United 
is similarly to “strengthen ties.” 


there are about 
States whose 


2,400 
function 


Another avenue for Soviet propaganda is in the field of small 
trade journals, labor papers and rural publications. Such papers 
receive notices from Moscow that it will send them “free articles 
dealing with war effort, Soviet collective farms and other develop- 
ments of Soviet Union.” Editors are asked to “cable whether pro- 
posal acceptable and your suggestions regarding topics.’ 


On the surface there appears the Stalinist effort to cooperate with 
the interests and wishes of the democracies, but under the surface 
there is the adroit adapting of the policies of socialist revolution to 
the changing mood of the present war-prosperous workers as against 
the old brick-bat methods suited to hungry mobs and angry bread- 
lines. But what will happen when the breadlines come back? 








